108              EDUCATIONAL  PSYCHOLOGY
of their own making. A child well known to the writer began
talking at the age of three or four of his own little boy, a being
who had the most extraordinary adventures and "who could
be incredibly naughty on occasion. He would run across the
street in front of fast-moving buses and escape unharmed, he
lived near a station where he could see trains all day, and
he eventually acquired a father and a mother who indulged
Him on every possible occasion. This is only the merest sketch
of an example of a curious but almost universal pheno-
menon of child-life. Clearly the imaginary companion is
the child himself over again: the alter ego has been formed
in his own image, and on him are fastened the child's own
unfulfilled desires. The form he takes and the actions he
performs are the complement to the actual circumstances of
his creator; his boldness, good fortune, and naughtiness must
be regarded as compensations for the timidity, dullness, and
good behaviour of the child himself. Thus the creation of an
imaginary companion who plays so successfully on the stage
of life has a cathartic effect on the child's emotions: pent-up
emotional energy is discharged at second hand. Further, this
projection of himself into an imaginary being must be a power-
ful factor in the child's becoming conscious of himself as an
agent who thinks, feels, and acts.
Xo student of child-psychology can afford to neglect any
opportunity of making a first-hand study of child-fantasy,
which affords so valuable an index to the emotional life of the
child and indicates so clearly his unfulfilled desires. Modern
literature contains many examples of such studies put in a
delightful form. Peter Pan, for example, lives the life of
superb adventure that is an unfulfilled desire of the normal
boy, and the secret of his universal appeal lies here. He is
able to fly, to hold converse with fairies, to be on terms of
intimacy with Red Indians, to cope successfully with pirates,
and to dominate his companions. Moreover, he never grows
up, and therefore never has to leave this delightful world.
Here we have the reason for the affection in which he is held
by grown-up people: we all feel, deep down in our hearts,
that we have left a paradise of childhood, and the spectacle of